Airbill

T his being MOA's Inaugural
Issue and all, we will take a
moment to introduce you to
AIRBILL. Thisiswhere you will get
a quick take on our line up of both
professional writers and editors and
individual MOA Members who,
with quill in hand, tender their heart
felt efforts for the benefit of us all.
For the most part, besides the ex-
pected authors’ bios, AIRBILL will
provide you with interesting tidbits
and trivia about what lies in the
pages just before you. If the mood
strikes, we may also use this space
to discuss interesting “behind the
scenes” elements about various ar-
ticles, writers, and columns which
otherwise may not find their way
into the magazine penned just for
you.

In keeping with MOAs pledge
to produce a professional magazine
worthy of the most discriminating
Mooney enthusiast and owner, we
will often utilize well known,
contemporary, aviation editors and
professional authors. This isn't to
say we won’t encourage private
members and hobbyist journalists to
contribute their experiences, but
quite the contrary. Often individual
owners offer a fresh look or “real
world” perspective on various
interesting and compelling subjects
relative to the care and feeding of
Mooney aircraft.

In fact, we even have special
columns which will probably feature
members’ contributions exclusively
such as “I LEARNED ABOUT

THE AIRBILL SCOOP

FLYING MY MOONEY FROM
THAT,” aswell as “FAVORITE FLY
TO’S” where members are encour-
aged to share their Mooniac experi-
ences on interesting places to fly, va-
cation, or just where to devour the
best $99 Mooneyburger ever.

About Our
Wordsmiths

Certainly one of the most
recognizable signatures on the
contemporary aviation publishing
scene today is James Wynbrandt.
Jimmy’s quill work regularly graces
the likes of AIR & SPACE, AOPA
PILOT, AVIATION INTERNA-
TIONAL NEWS, EAA Today, FLY-
ING, PRIVATE PILOT, NBAA's
Journal of Business Aviation Man-
agement, and the NEW YORK
TIMES. He is the Eastern U.S. re-
porter for THE FLYER and chief
new correspondent for SOUTH-
ERN AVIATOR. He has scripted
numerous aviation videos, including
productions for the Air Safety Foun-
dation, AOPA and the FAA.
A writer with a long list of non-avia-
tion credits, Jimmy recently pub-
lished the Year 2000 edition of his
“Encyclopedia of Genetic Disorders
and Birth Defects” and the paper-
back edition of his “The Excruciat-
ing History of Dentistry” will be pub-
lished later this year. Jimmy is a
multi engine-instrument rated pilot.
He has flown his personal Mooney
aircraft throughout much of North
America and currently commands

Jim Miller is a highly accom-
plished trans-continental GA pilot
who lives in Florida but loves Paris.

FLYING and AOPA PILOT'S very
own Amy Lobata

Doug Ritter, AVIATION
CONSUMER’S survival and
emergency authority

Mooney Pilot Inaugural Issue 3




his second Mooney (first being a
M20C), a 1988 M20K/252, from
home plate near New York City. We
consider ourselves lucky to have
Jimmy on board as a regular
contributor.

There is no question Doug
Ritter is considered to be the survival
and emergency authority when it
comes to aviation or maritime emer-
gencies. Besides being a research
journalist for The AVIATION
CONSUMER, AVIATION
SAFETY, CODE 1, IFR, PRACTI-
CAL SAILOR, AOPA PILOT, and
POWERBOAT REPORTS, Doug is
perhaps best known for his
huge “nonprofit” web site:
www.equipped.com which he calls
“Equipped to Survive.” Perhaps
Doug’s main claim to fame is his
heads down total objectivity when
reviewing emergency and survival
equipment, as well as his evaluations
of various equipment and human
elements when testing and evaluat-
ing same. Doug is known for
jumping in hostile open water head
first when conducting evaluations
on life vests and rafts etc. We feel
his objective evaluations on
ditching and emergency landings
etc. are first-rate and we consider
ourselves fortunate to be able to
reproduce much of his research data
here in our regular column “WHEN
ALL ELSE FAILS.” We urge you
to heed his advice and investigate
his huge web site often.

As an accomplished naval
aviator, MOA Contributor Aviation
Attorney Robert Perry Smith flew
carrier operations in numerous
single-engine aircraft ranging from
FAU Corsair to A4 Skyhawks and
accumulated nearly 7,500 hrs. in
doing so. Bob was a Flight
Operations Instructor at United Air
Linesin DC-6 and B-727’s. He also
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flew in General Aviation air cargo,
charter and flight instruction. Bob
has been a practicing Aviation
lawyer since 1976, presently only
doing defense work in FAA enforce-
ment actions. Uniquely, he is an
Adjunct faculty member of the
Aerospace Department at Metro
State College, Denver, teaching
“Aviation Law and Risk
Management.” Widely recognized
and respected as an authority in
DOT/FAA Administrative Law,
Bob will help edit our regular col-
umn “FROM THE LEGAL
EAGLE.” We think you will be sur-
prised at some of his remarks and
expert advice on how to deal with
the “not always there to help you
Feds.” Perhaps you will best heed
his advice if you ever get a request
to call the tower or center after you
land.

Few Mooney magazines or
articles would be complete without
Mooney Guru Coy G. Jacob hav-
ing something to do with them. For
nearly 15 years he has been a regu-
lar contributor for various magazines
like AVIATION CONSUMER,
MAPA LOG, LIGHT PLANE
MAINTENANCE, and PRIVATE
PILOT. Coy has been around
Mooneys since college and for
longer than he cares to admit.
While accumulating some 4,500
hrs., mostly in Mooneys, he also
holds several official NAA/FAI
World Speed Records in his personal
Turbo M20K. Coy has either
founded or been involved in several
“Mooney speciality” organizations
such as: (the former) St. Louis based
Mod Squad, Mod Works, and now
his Venice, FL. based Coy Jacob’s
Mod Squad/Mooney Mart Complex.
He holds numerous Mooney STC's
and is well known among Mooniacs
as the author of a well-received
primer on Mooney aircraft “THE
BACKWARDS TALES.” He also

WIN 1 FREE
MOONEY ANNUAL
PER MONTH

Scavenger Hunt And
Trivia Challenge

Readers, Win A Free Annual In-
spection. Be the first in your geo-
graphical region to locate and email
us the exact location of the word
“Mooney” misspelled in each issue.
Regional winners then compete to
answer a Mooniac Trivia Question
posted on our web site. The overall
winner gets one FREE MOONEY
ANNUAL*

Contest Guidelines: Locate the misspelled
word  “Mooney.” Once found,
immediately email us at
trivia@mooneyowners.com or FAX MOA
@ (941) 412-0551 with the correct page
number and exact sentence containing the
misspelled word. The first reader in each
region (5 per U.S., and 1 for all outside the
U.S.) becomes a semifinalist who partici-
pates in our time dated, web based Mooney
Trivia Challenge. The first person to cor-
rectly answer the question posed on the web
site wins a Free Mooney Annual. Since is-
sues are being sent from the Midwest,
some regions may receive the issue on dif-
ferent days, so we choose regional
semifinalists providing everyone more of
an equal chance. AIll winners will be
posted on the web site.
*Note: See MOA's huge web site
for more contest details, which govern.

http://www.mooneyowners.com

AVIATION CONSUMER
Associate Editor And Mooney Guru
Coy G. Jacob




serves on our Board of Directors and
will write a regular column entitled
(of course) “MODDING
MOONEYS.”

Experienced international pilot,
adventurer, and aeronautical
romantic Jim Miller writes one of
the most moving articles you may
ever read. Jim’s forte was that of
an engineer and sociologist by train-
ing and a (sailboat) sailmaker by
profession. By his own words, he
terms himself a “terminal romantic,
a determined traveler and malcontent-
in short, a clear case of arrested
development.” He goes on to say,
“Long ago | gave up the whole idea of
living like other people as unworkable.”
In any event, Jim’s long distance in-
ternational aeronautical experiences
will lighten your heart as you find
Jim to be a special pilot and
wordsmith in more ways than one.

This particular issue also
features the works of a fellow
Mooney owner and famed
AVIATION CONSUMER Editor
extraordinaire, Paul Bertorelli as he
discusses the results of his recent re-
search into the true NTSB/FAA
stats on ditching or emergency wa-
ter landings for any aircraft not so
designed to land on water.....more
than once!

Hollywood Entertainment
Executive and MOA Board
Member Hal Protter was gracious
enough to share a past “I LEARNED
ABOUT FLYING MY MOONEY
FROM THAT” experience with us.
Unlike nearly all such M20 V.S. big
black nasty encounters, Hal’s
entanglement with a huge sharp
toothed T-Rex.type thunderstorm
left his turbo M20K somewhat
structurally wounded. Learn from
his encounters in the next two
issues.

FLYING and AOPA PILOT'’S
very own Amy Lobata will often
grace our issues under her own by-
line as she promises to add a female

touch to the wonderful world of
Mooniacs. Amy not only breathes
and seemingly oozes aviation from
her keyboard but, living in a pilot
community with her own private
runway out back and her own han-
gar next to her house, she actually
lives it as well. Truly Amy is a real
asset to our magazine as she prom-
ises to assist in day to day
editorial duties.

If those well-read authors aren’t
enough, we are proud to boast of
having veteran PRIVATE PILOT
Magazine’s Editor-in-Chief Dennis
Shattuck on staff to assist in our
various wordsmithing tasks. Besides
being a long time Mooney owner
himself, Dennis is well known
among the flying community for
being the chief motivating source
behind several well regarded, slick
newsstand magazine offerings for
more years than he cares to remem-
ber.

Now, as if this isn’t already an
“All Star” Editorial lineup fit for
even the most discriminating
Mooney enthusiasts, we urge YOU
to also get involved with this,
YOUR Mooney magazine, brought
to you by YOUR independent,
member-owned Mooney Owners

Association, MOA.

Is There A Cover Girl In
Your Life?

MOA is looking for a few
pretty or unique Mooneys to serve
as Cover Girls. If you think your
Mooney qualifies, please write,
email or call us. If possible, all
cover photos should be in flight
with a vertical format, and not
taken through plexiglas. Slides
are preferred.

admin@mooneyowners.com

Marketing
Sub-Contractor Wanted

MOAV/IMOA is now accepting bids
from qualified sub-contractors to
publish and produce the print maga-
zine, publish the electronic maga-
zine, as well as manage the MOA
web site and various on-line pro-
grams contained therein, etc. in ac-
cordance with the stated Mission
Statement and wishes of the Board
of Directors.

Being a “not for profit” corpora-
tion, MOA wishes to sub-contract
various functions such as producing
THE MOONEY PILOT Magazine,
managing the electronic web site in-
cluding various functions as the MLS
and parts listing service etc. Basic
qualifications for financially qualified
bidders should include:

1) A thorough knowledge of
the Mooney product line and market-
place

2) Financial capability to as-
sume pre-existing start up costs

3) Have a proven track record
in successful aviation related market-
ing and advertising

4) Have a proven track record
in commercial aviation journalism

Interested parties or organiza-
tions should furnish a preliminary
business plan and show financial
abilities and qualified personnel to
complete the tasks at hand. Bidding
will be closed within 30 days of the
publication of this issue and in any
event, not later than Oct 1, 2000.
Serious qualified principal inquiries

only. Reply to:
MOA Board Of Directors
P.O. Box 1748
Nokomis, FL. 34274-1748

email: admin@mooneyowners.com
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